
 
 

Brian Peete Statement 
June 25, 2020 

 
 
This is a very difficult time and I think we are all grappling to understand what is happening and how 
do we move forward. I believe we must be assertive in our action and deliberate in our approach 
because we are dealing with centuries of systemic issues not only within policing culture, but within 
our collective society. We must be patient because this will take more than days, weeks or months of 
conversation or testimony. We must resist urgent impulses if we want to get this right because there 
is no quick fix no matter how well intended. "For every complex problem, there is an answer that is 
clear, simple and wrong."  
  
I am not in favor of abolishing police departments. Despite our best hopes and efforts, violent crimes 
like domestic violence, sexual assaults, robberies and burglaries, active shooters and terrorist 
threats exist and police officers must respond to them. The discussions as to what types of calls for 
service police should respond to are highly legitimate ones and conversations many leaders have 
long wanted to have. However, that does not absolve us of our failures. Policing does have a 
collective history embedded in racism, separation from its communities and a lack of empathy, 
dignity and respect which has just exploded shaking our cities and our profession to their cores. We 
have work to do and must roll up our sleeves and reaffirm our commitment to service. We have to 
fight to regain trust. While our profession has its faults, voices that push discord and not resolution 
are counterproductive. There are many, MANY good and just officers, dispatchers and civilians in 
police agencies across the country who love their communities and  do good deeds every day. None 
of them deserves to be painted with preconceived opinions that are based on the actions of 
someone else.  
  
The Montpelier Police Department has long been a national leader and example in 21st Century 
Policing practices to include dignity preservation and respect for everyone. My predecessor showed 
that such a culture is not only possible, but that it lifts the community it serves. I celebrate what Tony 
Facos, Neil Martel and other progressive leaders like them have done for our profession and I will 
continue this agency's culture of community involvement and partnership. Montpelier expects and 
deserves no less than the best possible service we can give and the Montpelier Police Department 
is committed to that.  
  
Brian Peete 

 


